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and interruptions caused by his models whenever he
succeeded in procuring any, as well as rough treatment
received when he wandered about the city, and it will be
seen that at that date he who would paint scenes in Palestine
must needs have been a bold and persevering artist.

During his explorations of the neighbourhood he was
repeatedly insulted by Arabs of Siloam, who mocked his
movements and addressed him as "dog," "pig of a Chris-
tian " and " donkey." On one occasion, indeed, he was
threatened with blows, and his drawing materials were
seized upon, until his patience was tried beyond its limits,
and a struggle ensued in which the offending rabble learnt
that their man was rather more their match than they had
imagined. Suddenly, however, one of them seized a long
horse pistol that hung nearby on a tree, and approached
him with this formidable weapon, which might then and
there have put an end to the days of our painter had not he
promptly whipped out his revolver and covered the man's
chest with it before he was ready to fire. This prompt and
fearless action put an end to the combat, and, on the advice
of Seddon, then encamped on the field of Aceldama, the
would-be murderer was arrested, together with his sheikh
and the son of the latter. Though Hunt showed leniency
towards them, the Arabs were taught a lesson, and hence-
forth treated foreigners with some degree of respect.

It was fortunate that he succeeded in overawing his
assailant by the mere show of his revolver, for the latter was
a cheap one, and, when tried later in his garden, refused to go
off, a defect which might have had further serious results;
for, in endeavouring to remedy the trouble, he accidently
discharged the weapon, and the bullet passed between his
fingers, slightly burning them.

A happy result of this clash with the Arabs was the